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1. To assess the econcmic sdvantages accruing to the Communiet bloc
through their full possession of Vlietnam north of Farallsl 17, the
following seems pertinent:

8. The output of anthragite goal from the open pit mines in Tonkin was
1500 thousand metric tons in 1932 and 2500 thousani metric tens
in 1939. The precduction then decressed to about 500 theusand
metric wons in 1950. These ars figures that wers issued by the
French Government in Indos .| |the producticn
was in 1953, but thess stat Indicate thet there was corslder-
able fluctuation and are suggestive of vhat the Communists can
produce. With slave labor they could no deoubt step ur the pro-
duction considerably.

b. Cepent factories in Tonkin had a productign of 153 thousand
netric tons in 19/9 and 144,100 in 1950 /according tc the -
Supplenent ¥ _ 2t& de 1'Indochina, 1950 editicn/
my "guesstimate" that The 1953 production figure was a little
below the 1950 figure.

c. Jin, fungaten and ginc deposits in Tonkin: In the 1930's \:’
25X1 company that was going to dovelop scme of thase
deposits out an investigation indicated thet these deposiis wers
less attrastive as an investment than first believed and exploils-
tion was not begun. Unless tin, tungaten and zinc are very bedly
nesdad by the Commmnisie theme depesits will probably =gain be
left undeveloped because of the costs involved. 4 1950 pamphlet
v fers to Zinc production in Chc Dien in Tonkin;
25X1 mim the production is very small. A peference
w0O! nch Indo China As It Is"; published in 1535/ lists,
for all of Indochina an anmual zinc production of 11,958 tons
and a tin production of 2,36, tons for 1934.

CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL
OISTRIBUTION
11 [ ”
S : . - [
" ’ ¢ el :

‘\.(!' . e ' N s
T A e e

"25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600060266-1



25X1

25X1

25X1

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600060266-1

1.

CONI"IDENTTAL
—0-

sulphur: There are sume very rich sulphur deposite near Jwu lmuz in

Lace, near the liorth \i tnam border. If, under the Genev: rertition,
Horth Vietnam got this part of Lacs that juts out into Tenkin, ther
the Cogmunists got the Sam Neuas =Llphu.. depesits. Yhile wonderfully
rich /in purity/ these rather extensive deposiis are not now important
because Saw Neua is praciically inaceessible by roads. Some maps

shov a good rosd from the ccast of Tonkin tc Sam Neua in Laos but
actually, for the ics® part, the w=nsd is lithle more t a tra
Any sulphuar produsiion at Sam Neua vould have to be "10\ n cut, hence
development of this sulphur deposit it impractizal for the near fut
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per cowu per Qa,,, Fenre, lorth Yietnan is either going Lo heve Lo ligrw
weal avd milis or go witheut, sorth Vietuam hsas always luperted lar.e
quantitics of capned milk, With reference 1o weat the £ A1l cnris
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to the imterdor as an outlet for the Kwangsi and Yunnan provinces 25X1

of Vhina Lo save tos Leng haul vJ;g Lhe Yangige Hiver, iHowever, uihe

rallroad from Chira i Haiphoug /via Lao Kay/ is not the great

reilroad ertery that it might appear to he on the maps. I—g:l .

traveling on this railroad ‘o Kunming a number of times in the ‘

late 193075 25X1 at that time there were aboul three 25X1 .

passenger trains & week, each train had eight to ten cars, each

car of about ten ton size,[  |the freight that can be hsuled

over this rallroad is not more than 80 to 100 tons per train. The

capacity is so very limited because the grades are steep and eleva- 25X1 .
tions of around six thouasand feet are reachean::Hamﬂiar with

any improvements thet may have been made to traek or rolling stock

since the early 1940's.

n. laequer: The stic~lac productiom fros
Vietnaw, My notes indicate thet 1724 -
of it going to Japan.

Iindoehiye s mostliy du Horth
ns were exported iu 1933, most

o, gall;: Large quantities of s=alt aye roduced in South Viebtnam. The .
g€ g oL
salt producsd in North Vietnam ig roi Lupertent,

p-  Eleetric power: There are no fydroelzcteic power plents of sny conse-
quence in North Vieinam. Although there is a considerable potential
for hydro electric power not-ing has vver developed except talk, It
is extremely unlikaly that there will be eny hydroelsciris power
development in North Vietram in the near futwre. The cities of North
Vietnam are served by iudividuai ~mall elsctric power plants, usually
too small to adequately take care of the very modest local needs.
Haiphong and Hanci are an sxceptlon 41n that they have quite sizable
steem~electric plants (conl burning). 411 the lerze city electri

power plants ware eanlontonm (thermel) plants: some
of the mmnller cities bhod dicsel units, ’ !

g, The maeher of Herth Vietmames: who will move south in the next 80 to
| 300 deys vo avoid coming ander Commmist domination is most difficult
to estimate ab this Lime /Jeerly August 1954/, The number will depend
25X moztly on what the Catholie ieats denide to do. The Nerth Vietlnamese
v are Cethelics are pretty olesely tied in with their church and will,
for the wost parit, -ollow the advice of their Bishops. The Catholic
clergy in North Vielnam, not unlike the pesvle they serve, eve pretty
> it will be terribly difficult for them to leave
garoung .
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